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BACKGROUND: 
SEEdesign (2005 - 2007)

7 European partners cooperating in order to capture and build upon the knowledge 
accumulated within the various design support programmes.

Objective: to improve the effectiveness of the support provided for local SMEs 
relating to design issues in Europe.
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BACKGROUND: 
SEEdesign (2005 - 2007)

Achievements & activities:
Listed in the Bulletin.

Lessons from SEEdesign.

Conclusions:
Recommendations for design organisations.

Recommendations for government & policy makers.
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BACKGROUND: 
SEEdesign (2005 - 2007)

Lessons from SEEdesign.

Each partner organisation operates in unique economic, industrial , 
political & social environment.

The definition and appreciation of ñdesignò is not always the same.

We have to work together to have constructive outcomes.
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BACKGROUND: 
SEEdesign (2005 - 2007)

Recommendations for government & policy makers.

ÅProvide clear direction.

ÅCoordinate stakeholders in education, industry & government.

ÅConsider policies that balance design support for industry and wider society. 

ÅIntegrate design into innovation policy.

ÅStimulate design education.

ÅAct as a role model.

ÅExploit & stimulate creative thinking in government departments.

ÅRecognise & reward the use of design.

ÅEncourage evaluation of the impact of design.

ÅEnsure consistency of funding.
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OBJECTIVE: to improve the effectiveness of regional development policies and 
instruments in the areas of innovation & the knowledge economy, and environment & 
risk prevention, in order to contribute to the economic modernisation and increased 
competitiveness of Europe. 

This objective will be achieved through the exchange, sharing and transfer of policy 
experience, knowledge and good practices.

It is not primarily dedicated to implementation or to experimentation but to the
exchange of experience at policy level.

Programme priorities : 

Innovation & the knowledge economy           Environment & risk prevention

BACKGROUND: 
INTERREG IVC (first call - Jan.2008)
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BACKGROUND:
Partnership (2005 - 2007)
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BACKGROUND:
Partnership (2008 - 2011)
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BACKGROUND:
Partnership (2008 - 2011)

1     Design Wales (Lead Partner) UK

2     Design Flanders  Belgium

3     Danish Design Centre Denmark

4     Estonian Design Centre Estonia

5     University of Art Helsinki ïDesignium Finland

6     ARDI Rhône - Alpes Centre du Design France

7     Centre for Design Innovation Ireland

8     Consorzio Casa Toscana Italy

9     Silesian Castle of Art & Enterprise Poland

10   BIO ïArchitecture Museum of Ljubljana Slovenia

11   Barcelona Design Centre Spain
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SEEdesign

2005-2007

INTERREG IIIC

7 partners

Design

Support programme for SMEs

Sharing experience

Transferring knowledge

BACKGROUND:

SEE

2009-2011

INTERREG IVC  

11 partners

Innovation + Design

Government policy

Sharing experience

Influencing regional policy
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PROGRAMMES POLICY

Implementation Strategy 

Anyoneôs initiativeGovernment - led 

Transferable Cannot be transferred

SEEdesign

SEE
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SEE
Sharing Experience Europe
Policy Innovation Design

SEE is a network of eleven European partners sharing knowledge and 
experience on how design can integrated into regional and national policies to 
boost innovation, entrepreneurship, sustainability and social & economic 
development. 

OBJECTIVE: 
To influence policies for design and innovation at regional and national levels 
in the partner countries. 

The CHALLENGE:
To establish an active dialogue and rapport between the SEE partners and 
their regional government & policy makers in order to further develop the link 
between innovation, entrepreneurship and design and thus positively 
influence regional policies.
. 
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DEFINITIONS:
From

Design as a driver 
of user - centred
innovation

COMMISSION STAFF 
WORKING DOCUMENT 

Brussels, 7.04.2009

(available from the European 
Commission Enterprise and 
Industry webpage)
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CHALLENGE:
Design, Innovation & Policy

Á Whereas design associations, consultancies and academics have long 

made the link between design and innovation, this is not always the case 

for policy makers. Although innovation is increasingly mentioned in the 

context of design, the opposite is less common. In other words, few 

countries mention design in their innovation strategies. (p.38)

Design as a driver of user -centred innovation, COMMISSION STAFF WORKING DOCUMENT. 
Brussels, 7.04.2009.



Study visit ǐHelsinki ǐ14 -15 May 2009

SEE:
Activities

ÁOpening and closing conferences

ÁStudy visit 

ÁFour thematic workshops involving partners and policymakers

ÁIntegrating creativity and design into regional innovation policy

ÁAnalysing how design helps link innovation and sustainability 

ÁBringing innovative ideas to the market more quickly

ÁEvaluation tools for the implementation of design policy

ÁFour policy recommendations booklets 

ÁLibrary of case studies (online) 

ÁInternal contacts database

ÁSix newsletters 
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SEE:
Activities

Sept.2008 June.2011Jan.2009 Jan.2010 Jan.2011

Study 

visit

Opening 

conference

Closing 

conference

Newsletter Newsletter Newsletter Newsletter Newsletter Newsletter

Policy 

Recommendation

booklet

Policy 

Recommendation

booklet

Policy 

Recommendation

booklet

Policy 

Recommendation

booklet

Thematic 

workshop
Thematic 

workshop

Thematic 

workshop
Thematic 

workshop
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STUDY VISIT:
Objectives

This visit hopes to stimulate a debate about:

ÁóWhat is a design policy?ô

ÁóWhat is needed in order to develop a design policy?ô

ÁóHow did Finland develop its own design policy?ô

ÁóWhat were the lessons/results learnt from this process?ô
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STUDY VISIT:
Programme

DAY ONE

13:45 ñDesign as a driver of business innovationòDESIGNIUM/ TAIK
14:15 Lunch offered by TAIK ïAntell restaurant in TAIK 
14:45 Coffee ïRoom 6088
15:00  "The role of Tekes in Finnish design policyñTEKES
15:30 ñOrnamo in the Finnish design policy networkòORNAMO
16:00 "The Changing value of design: Opportunities in FinlandñSITRA
16:30 ñThoughts of Future of the Finnish design systemòDr Krister Ahlström
17:00  Conclusion /closing 

19:00 DINNER, LASIPALATSI (Cabinet/ Room of Palms) 
Foreword: Hannele Pohjola, Director, Innovation and Growth Policy, Confederation of Finnish Ind.

DAY TWO

09:30 Meeting point 1: Hotel Arthur (Vuorikatu 17 - 00100 Helsinki) 
09.35 Meeting point 2: Helsinki Railway Station Square (Mikonkatu  - look for sign óSEE Helsinkiô)
10:00 Design Forum Finland (DFF) - 3 speakers from DFF and its partners 
11:45 Lunch offered by TAIK ïcatering provided at DFF
13:00 Ministry of Employment and the Economy (TEM) ï3 speakers
15:00 Conclusion / closing
15.30 END of the study visit

16.00 Alternative programme 1: Design Museum
Alternative programme 2: Design District Helsinki

http://www.designmuseum.fi/
http://www.designdistrict.fi/design_district
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