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In ltaly
a specific policy focused on design
doesnot

A Hi st o dtalianadedign ,has developed through commonly used
practices and is rarely formalized or supported by explicit
policies or strategies. Unlike other national contexts such as in
Great Britain or Japan, Italy has always distinguished itself by the

absence of such explicit support to design, with the
peculiarity that this discipline, first as practice and now as area of
university study and research, seems to find other incentives and other
drivers for development, following spontaneous, unshaped paths.o

Paola Bertola, Stefano Maffei, Design Research Map, 2008



A Design as an endogenous phenomenon, from the
grassroots

Today, growing competition: i teaasgh?
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National Design Council

Created by the Ministry of Cultural Heritage and Activities on 1 June 2007
Re-launched on 12 March 2009 by the new Minister

objectives

- analysis, research, testing and assessment of projects to be activated for the
promotion of initiatives testifying the interaction between the sector of industry
and the world of culture and intellectual creativity;

- promotion of the design culture in the public sector, in businesses and
public opinion;

- promotion of the quality of Italian projects and public works, even through
spot actions/pilot projects, aimed at spreading the culture of design as a
permeating culture;

- elaboration and proposal of of communication actions envisaging an active
participation of Italy to the main international sectorial events

NoO concrete activity done up to now
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Initiatives interrogating and promoting the building of a design
policy start from:

1) University

DRM - Design Research Map
Map of research elaborated by Italian Universities from which it

appears clearly that the design system has established a strong
relationship with the production system.

Nl t 1 s as Hprbdudtidneystenevwsere ayng ihndependently
to find new directions for development (given the lack of any strong
activators with any authority on design issues or any national policy

worthy of |th
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2) Institutions and events dealing in design issues

TORINO DESIGN CAPITAL 2008

International conferencen Shapi ng t he gl oba
November 2008

Bringing a significant contribution to the understanding of design as
essential element of national strategies aiming at the development of
a sustainable economic and cultural growth. Drawing the global
design agenda through a design oriented policy.




An interesting program at national innovation policies level:
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INDUSTRIA 2015
Draft bill on the new industrial policy launched by the Italian Gov. on 22
September 2006, and now accepted by the new government.

Industria 2015 defines strategic lines for the development and

competitiveness of the future Italian production system, based
on:

- a concept of industry extended to the new production chains including
manufacture, advanced services and new technologies;

- an analysis of future productive-economic scenarios in which our
country will be dropped in the medium-long term period.

A fareal and concrete industrial plan for Italyo




